












FIGURE BOOM 

...OR 60 THEY SAY. IT'S ALL GOOP—FOR 
WATSUKI, ANYWAY, WHO STARTEP COL¬ 
LECTING "X-MEN" FIGURES THREE YEARS 
AGO. ANP THE BOOM'S NOT JUST IN 
WESTERN ACTION FIGURES, EITHER—EVEN 
THE GARAGE KITS FOR TRULY OLP- 
SCHOOL JAPANESE HEROES ANP HERO¬ 
INES ARE SEEING NEW POPULARITY. YOU 
PON'T EVEN HAVE TO BUY THE ACTION 
FIGURES TO APPRECIATE THEM: WATSUKI, 
THE KINP OF GUY WHO'S BROUGHT TO 
TEARS BY THE KIN'NIkU SHOJO-TAI SONG, 
"OMOCHA-YA MEGURI CTOY-STORE 
TRAWLER)," FINPS THAT HIS HEART JUST 
WON'T STOP POUNPING. THIS SPRING'S 
REALLY GETTING STARTEP WITH A BANG/ 


Rurouni Kenshin, which has found 
fans not only in Japan but around 
the world, first made its appearance 
in 1992, as an original short story in 
Weekly Shonen Jump Special. Later 
rewritten and published as a regular, 
continuing Jump series in 1994, 
Rurouni Kenshin ended serialization 
in 1999 but continued in popularity, 
as evidenced by the 2000 publication 
of Yahiko no Sakabato ("Yahiko's 
Reversed-Edge Sword") in Weekly 
Shonen Jump. His most current work, 
Buso Renkin ("Armored Alchemist"), 
began publication in June 2003, also 
in Jump. 
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HEAVEN S SWORD 
SOJIRO REALLY 
DOES STAND A 
STEP ABOVE 


BATTOSAI/ 










SAN WAS MOST 
I VULNERABLE 
I AFTER THE STRIKE. 

THAT'S WHEN I 
1 PLANNED TO , 

\ FINISH HIM. 

V AND YET... / 
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Feast of Thunder 
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WANT TO 
RUIN ME?/ 


LITTLE 

RUNT// 


BRINGING 
THE POLICE 
DOWN ON 
, MV HEAD?/, 
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\/ THE TRUTH 
A MUST BE 
FOUND NOT 
\ THROUGH 
BATTLES, BUT 
\|! OVER A 
\ l ! i LIFETIME... 
















DOORWAY IN 
THE BACK 
OPENS TO A 
HALLWAY 
STRAIGHT TO 
SHISHIO-SAN'S 




Act 

Those Who Gather, 

Results of the 



♦These results are based oil a poll conducted in the pages of WEEKLY SHONE* JI TII*. Japan. 
Who’s your fav«»rite Kenshin character? Send your answers to: 

SHONE* JI MP c/o VIZ, LLC P.O. Box 77010, San Francisco, CA 94107 
ATTN: Ruroiini Kenshin Popularity Contest 
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Those Who Part 

3rd Popularity Poll 



11th: Sagara Sozd 12th: Okila Son lii 13th: Shishio Makoto 
14th: Han'nya 15th: Takani Megumi (and so on...) 
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The Secret Life off Characters (26) 
AMENDMENT 

—Seta Sojiro— 

Sojiro—always popular, always a struggle. As lias been previously mentioned, 
although he is based tin the Okita Sushi of Shilia Ky otard's Shinsengumi 
fiefipiirokif ("Rlootl-Reeord of the Sliinseiigiimi"). I personally found him a 
difficult personality to convey. On lop of that, because this particular story 
came at the end of the year, 1 had little extra time to think it over. My editor 
was a huge help, actually. (He alway s has understood Sojiro better than me.) 


Since the historical Okita Sdslii dies young, many fans have worried that 
Sojiro w ill go young, too. but it's alway s been my plan to have him stick 
around. Despite having abandoned all efforts to think for himself and letting 
Sliisliio handle every thing, Sojiro's not the type to wrap things up by fleeing 
info death—rather, lie'll suffer through life, atoning for all that lie's done. It's 
a harsh way of thinking, but as a human being, it's the only choice he can 
make. (Think of Sliisliio as a leader of a radical religious group and Sojiro 
as a believer filled w ilh crazed devotion, as though lie's just handed over 
his brain. Horn that put it in a different perspective?) 


Though, for w hatever reasons (including family and society ), life may he a 
struggle, so long as one is born into the human race, one must never abandon 
one's efforts to think for oneself...or so Watsiiki helieves. 


Still, w hatever it is f may say about .Sojiro's personality , no doubt lie'll keep 
smiling, anil living that life of indifference. Sojiro, like Anji, is a character 1 
feel 1 haven't fully realized: I'd like to bring him hack, if possible. Not that 
any plans 
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Act 136 

When Did the 
Battle Begin? 













































SAMA IS AT 
THE DUEL 
PIT. FOLLOW 

















CONCERN IS 
ADMIRABLE, 
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SUBSTANCE 
YOUR SAW-LIKE 
BLADE HAS 
SHAVED OFF 
THOSE YOU'VE 



























































“FREE TALK” 

Long limp no sec. Halsnki here. In I lie (original serialization), the Kyuko are 
has entletl and the nen are liegiiu. I'm doing prett.v oka.v. staying healthy and 
st orking hard. 

I'd like to start off by talking about action figures (as you may have guessed, 
from the inside cover). They're totally hot at the moment. Host hot. you ask? 
So liol llial Watsuki's onn deeply hidden olaku soul has begun to stir! (And 
host lame a sentence is that?) In any event, by the time this (compiled) 
volume is out (in Japan). I'll have acquired the original "Getter I." If they 
decide lo issue "Getter 2" and "Getter 3." my happiness will lie that much 
more complete. 


As far as import toys go. I still pick up and Spann figures from a 

few oilier series I like, along llie way. Despite the craze. I try to remind 
myself about the choosing carefully thing. Maybe it's just me. but shelling 
out 30.000 to 40.000 yen just for one figure isn't my kind of lioliby. I do 
hope it's nol a fad tlial'll go away, though, and that action figures eventually 
lipcmne a legitimate toy-genre. (For that matter. I'm hoping Ameriean comics 
aren't just a fail here, either!) 


| As for games...let's talk about the highly anticipated ("Dark Stalkers" sequel) 
"Vampire Savior." As 1 write this. I've played only a few limes, hut Morrigan 
seems to have become weaker, which disappoints me. Walsuki was never¬ 
theless charmed by her, as usual, and getting defeated in "versus" mode is 
fine so long as it's by her. I also like Gallon. As lor I lie new characters. 
Loligan—okay, not the "Lolita" mode, hut Lilith, the real character—is 
interesting—her relationship with Morrigan. if not flic character herself. 
Since I already play so many characters, though. I had lo pass. I'll get to 
them once I'm a hit more settled in. All the fighting games Walsuki gels hooked 
on seem to have samurai or robots or monslers...no normal humans. Should 


Changing the topic, thank you for all your fan lelters...and not just the letters 
of support, either, but the critical ones. loo. I gel a new bit of perspective 
every time I read one. There were lots of complaints aliout the author's 
comments in Volume 14—especially the parts w here I didn't really explain 
myself—so. I'm sorry. There were also strong objections to Watsuki's 
portrayal of llie Sliinsengumi. Vamanami Keisukc. Walsuki would like to 
expand upon both these points in a later volume. Of course, it would he best 
to answer each criticism, objection, anil question personally, but due to the 
sheer volume of letters (not lo mention's Watsuki's schedule), that's just not 
possible. I suppose my best response is to create interesting work as a manga 
artist, so please keep on reading. See you next volume! 
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STUBBORNNESS\ 
IS AS 

UNRELENTING / 


THAT, WITH 
SUCH STUPIDITY, 
THE TOWERING 
NAME OF HITOKIRI 
BATTOSAI MUST 
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GLOSSARY of the RESTORATION 

A brief guide to select Japanese terms used in Rurouni Kenshin. Note that, both here and within the story 
itself, all names are Japanese style-i.e., last or "family" name first, with personal or "given" name following. 
This is both because Kenshin is a "period" story, as well as to decrease confusion-if we were to take the 
example of Kenshin's sakabato and "reverse" the format of the historically established assassin-name 
"Hitokiri Battosai," for example, it would make little sense to then call him "Battosai Himura ." 


Hiten Mitsurugi-ryu 

Kenshin's sword technique, used more 
for defense than offense. An "ancient 
style that pits one against many," it 
requires exceptional speed and agility 
to master. 

hitokiri 

An assassin. Famous swordsmen of the 
period were sometimes thus known to 
adopt "professional" names Kawakami 
Gensai, for example, was also known as 
"Hitokiri Gensai." 

Homura Dama 

By purposefully chipping the edge of an 
heirloom blade by master swordsmith 
Arai Shakku, the madman Shishio 
Makoto can ensure that his blade never 
loses its edge—an edge fueled into 
slashing and burning flame by the flesh 
of the many men which it has slain over 
the course of Shishio's wicked life. First 
of Shishio's "secret moves" to be 
revealed in this volume, given here as 
"Burning Soul." 

Ishin Shishi 

Loyalist or pro-imperialist patriots who 
fought to restore the Emperor to his 
ancient seat of power 

Juppongatana 

Written with the characters for "ten" 
and "swords," Shishio's Juppongatana 
are literally that—the ten generals or 
"swords" he plans to use in his over¬ 
throw of Japan 

Kawakami Gensai 

Real-life, historical inspiration for the 
character of Himura Kenshin 

kenjutsu 

The art of fencing; sword-arts; kendo 


Amakakeru Ryu no Hirameki 

Lit., "Heavens-Bridging Dragon Spark" (as 
in spark of "inspiration," not "fire" or 
"flame"). Final or "succession" move of 
Hiten Mitsurugi-ryu, it incorporates every¬ 
thing Kenshin has been taught so far— 
including the overriding will to live. Also 
known as "Dragon Flight of Heaven." 

Bakumatsu 

Final, chaotic days of the Tokugawa regime 

-chan 

Honorific. Can be used either as a 
diminutive (e.g., with a small child— 
"Little Hanako or Kentaro"), or with 
those who are grown, to indicate affec¬ 
tion ("My dear..."). 

dojo 

Martial-arts training hall 
-dono 

Honorific. Even more respectful than 
-san; the effect in modern-day Japanese 
conversation would be along the lines of 
"Milord So-and-So." As used by Kenshin, 
it indicates both respect and humility. 

Edo 

Capital city of the Tokugawa Bakufu; 
renamed Tokyo ("Eastern Capital") after 
the Meiji Restoration 

Guren Kaina 

Second of the madman Shishio Makoto's 
"secret moves" to be revealed in this 
volume, the Guren Kaina (lit., "arm of 
crimson-flame") ignites gunpowder 
stored in Shishio's gauntlet to create a 
powerful (and unexpected!) explosion 

Himura Kenshin 

Kenshin's "real" name, revealed to Kaoru 
only at her urging 





-sart 

Honorific. Carries the meaning of "Mr.," 
"Ms.," "Miss," etc., but used more 
extensively in Japanese than its English 
equivalent (note that even an enemy 
may be addressed as "-san"). 

Shinsengumi 

Elite, notorious, government-sanctioned 
and exceptionally skilled swordsman- 
supporters of the military government 
(Bakufu) which had ruled Japan for near¬ 
ly 250 years, the Shinsengumi ("newly 
selected corps") were established in 
1863 to suppress the loyalists and to 
restore law and order to the blood- 
soaked streets of Kyoto 

shogun 

Feudal military ruler of Japan 

shogunate 

See Tokugawa Bakufu 
Tokugawa Bakufu 

Military feudal government which domi¬ 
nated Japan from 1603 to 1867 

Tokyo 

The renaming of “Edo" to "Tokyo" is a 
marker of the start of the Meiji 
Restoration 


-kun 

Honorific. Used in the modern day among 
male students, or those who grew up 
together, but another usage—the one 
you're more likely to find in Rurouni 
Kenshin —is the "superior-to-inferior" 
form, intended as a way to emphasize a 
difference in status or rank, as well as to 
indicate familiarity or affection. 

Kyoto 

Home of the Emperor and imperial court 
from A.D. 794 until shortly after the Meiji 
Restoration in 1868 

loyalists 

Those who supported the return of the 
Emperor to power; Ishin Shis hi 

Meiji Restoration 

1853-1868; culminated in the collapse of 
the Tokugawa Bakufu and the restortion 
of imperial rule. So called after Emperor 
Meiji, whose chosen name was written 
with the characters for "culture and 
enlightenment." 

Oniwabanshu 

Elite group of onmitsu or "spies" of the 
Edo period, also known as ninja or shi- 
nobi 

patriots 

Another term for Ishin Shishi.. .and, when 
used by Sano, not a flattering one 

rurouni 

Wanderer, vagabond 

Ryutsuisen 

Kenshin's "Dragon-Hammer Strike" 

sakabato 

Reversed-edge sword (the dull edge on 
the side the sharp should be, and vice 
versa); carried by Kenshin as a symbol of 
his resolution never to kill again 

-sama 

Honorific. The respectful equivalent of 
-san, -sama is used primarily in address¬ 
ing persons of much higher rank than 
one's self...or, in a romantic sense, in 
addressing those upon whom one is 
crushing, wicked hard. 




